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DV in Custody Processes
Author: Jay Otto, Researcher, Center for Health and Safety Culture
My name is Jay Otto, and I am a researcher for the Center for Health
and Safety Culture. Domestic violence and custody are not my areas
of expertise. My research focuses on how culture (shared values and
beliefs) impacts behaviors that affect health and safety. I have been
learning about this complex topic of establishing custody in families
experiencing domestic violence in support of NCJFCJ’s Resource
Center on Domestic Violence: Child Protection and Custody
(RCDV:CPC). In this project, I was able to interview many experts
from across the U.S. working on custody in the context of domestic
violence (DV).
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports that 6.6% of
women and 6.4% of men in the U.S. experienced sexual violence,
physical violence, and/or stalking in the past 12 months by an
intimate partner in 2010-12. More than twice as many experienced
psychological aggression in the past 12 months (14.1% of women
and 18.2% of men). The impacts of this violence are far-reaching and
significantly complicate establishing custody agreements for children
in families experiencing DV.
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For more RCDV:CPC

New Interactive Map!

resources on custody, visit
our online library and search
"custody".

Friendly Parent Provisions and Exceptions
for Domestic Violence
This map summarizes state statutes that include a "friendly parent"
provision in their best interest factors, favoring parents who promote a
relationship between the child and the other parent. It also indicates
whether the provision has an exception for domestic violence. Click
here to download a complete text table with each state's provisions.

Legislative News
In an effort to provide
more frequent and timely
updates on domestic
violence legislation being
enacted in the states, the
RCDV:CPC provides
quarterly electronic updates.
Latest Edition:
2016 4th Quarter Update,
Part 4

New Self-Represented Litigants (SRL) Homepage
Victims who cannot afford to hire an attorney or find legal representation must represent themselves
in court and need practical and informed assistance in preparing evidence, conducting themselves in
court, and understanding the purpose and consequence of the proceedings/processes in which they
are participating. The Resource Center on Domestic Violence: Child Protection and Custody (RCDV:
CPC) has developed a series of SRL guides designed to assist victims in finding guidance and
preparing and presenting evidence for a court so that the domestic violence they experienced -and its
impact on their children's wellbeing - is considered. These resources have been translated into
Spanish and reviewed for plain language. These resources now are available in one place on the
RCDV: CPC website.

View New SRL Page

Webinar Series: Facilitating
Across Difference
Dates: July 2, 2019
Time: 12:00 - 1:30 pm PT
Support group is one of the most versatile tools that
we have in our advocacy program toolkit. Survivors
sharing information, insights, resources and what
worked and didn’t work in their lives with one another can be a source of support unparalleled by
any other advocacy tool. Advocates working with LGBTQ survivors have learned that support group
can work, and work well, even with very diverse groups of people—including building support
groups that can welcome people of all genders and sexual orientations. When facilitators are
equipped to build equity into their facilitation and respond openly and effectively to the challenges of
diverse groups, support group can be available to more survivors, more of the time. This panel
webinar will explore opportunities to facilitate well in diverse support groups.
Presenter: Fatima Arain, the National LGBTQ Institute on Intimate Partner Violence

Register for Webinar

Webinar Series: Assessing
Patterns of Coercive Control in
Abusive Relationships, Part 3.5:
Questions and Answers!
Dates: July 16, 2019
Time: 12:00 - 1:30 pm PT
Looking for a deeper dive on the NW Network’s
approach to assessment? Have questions that didn’t get covered in our 3-part Assessment Series?

Join NW Network advocates as we discuss the complexity of assessing for a pattern of power and
control. This webinar will have ample time for your questions and will cover topics such as: best
practices when both or all partners call your program; giving feedback to people causing harm;
maintaining confidentiality & containment in small communities, and more. Whether you’re working
at a mainstream program or a culturally-specific program, this webinar is for you! Come with
questions!
Presenters: Advocates from the NW Network of Bi, Trans, Lesbian and Gay Survivors of Abuse

Register for Webinar

Specialty Institute: "Coming
Together to Create a Cultural
Response to Address the Impact
of DV on Women and their
Children"
Dates: August 13-15, 2019
Location: Radisson Blu Mall of America Hotel, Bloomington, MN
The question, “what about the children?” has been in the hearts, minds, and souls of advocates,
families, communities, child welfare agencies, social services programs, law enforcement, and the
courts for decades. And while there has been a lot of discussion, policies, and practices around the
topic of domestic violence and the intersection of child welfare, there continues to be a lot of
unanswered questions, unresolved issues, misunderstandings, and even harmful practices. This
Specialty Institute is committed to addressing these issues from the root causes to identifying
cultural best practices, strength-based approaches, and practice-based policy recommendations.
This Specialty Institute is designed to strengthen our advocacy, promote tribal sovereignty and build
our capacity to respond appropriately and effectively to children and their non-offending parent who
are impacted by domestic violence.
Please register early for this outstanding training event. Registration is limited to 50 participants.
The registration fee is $100.00.

Register for Specialty Institute

Prosecuting and Investigating Sexual Assault
and Related Violent Crimes
Dates: August 12-16, 2019
Location: Minneapolis, MN
This multi-disciplinary training welcomes victim advocates, victimwitness professionals , prosecutors and other lawyers from all levels of
government and all jurisdictions (including tribal prosecutors and
military attorneys), as well as members of tasks forces or sexual

assault coalitions, paralegals, investigators, law enforcement officers , Title IX compliance officers,
judges and other members of the criminal justice system, community stakeholders and health care
professionals.
Come join your colleagues from across the country as we discuss the issues essential to effective
investigation, charging, prosecution, victim assistance, case management and sentencing in these
complex cases.
We will have a networking mixer the first evening and a free hands-on PowerPoint session on
Thursday afternoon.
Our early bird rates are still in effect. See the Training Flyer for more information on pricing.

Register for Training
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The RCDV: CPC is a project of the Family Violence and Domestic Relations
Program of the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges.
The RCDV: CPC provides assistance to professionals working with survivors,
including judicial officers, court personnel, social workers, custody evaluators,
mediators, guardians ad litem, and advocates working in the child custody and/
or child protection systems. Professionals are encouraged to seek training and
technical assistance to assist with their individual case(s), increased community competence in
these critical areas, or systems changes related to domestic violence, child custody, and protection.
Please use the RCDV: CPC toll-free number 1-800-52-PEACE (1-800-527-3223) and speak to an
RCDV: CPC staff member or send a question via email to info@rcdvcpc.org. For more information
on the RCDV: CPC and resources we offer, please see our website www.rcdvcpc.org.

This project was made possible by Grant Number 90EV039-03-00 from the Administration on Children, Youth, and
Families, Family and Youth Services Bureau, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Its contents are solely the
responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services.

For training and technical assistance, call 1-800-52-PEACE (1-800-527-3223) or email
info@rcdvcpc.org.
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